Joseph Waterworth Cafferata

It is of interest that of William Cafferata’s eight sons only one, Redmond Parker Cafferata,

followed him into the family business of Cafferata and Company. William had started his
career as an apprentice merchant before becoming a stock and share broker. His eldest two
sons, James Waterworth and William Madden Cafferata both followed this route, becoming
merchants themselves. Perhaps their paths had been set before William founded Cafferata
and Company but it was Redmond who started working for his father after leaving school.
The rest of William’s sons pursued widely different careers. Henry Taylor became a priest,
Adolphus Moubert a doctor, Nicholas Throckmorton a farmer in Kansas and Albert Stourton
a solicitor but it is William’s sixth son Joseph Waterworth Cafferata that this narrative
concerns. William’s only daughter Eliza Chamberlain Cafferata married Alexis Baillon, a

Nottingham lace merchant.

oseph Waterworth Cafferata was born on the 29® March 1856 in Liverpool, Lancashire and
was baptised in St Oswald’s Catholic Church on the 6™ April. Joseph's godparents were
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In 1861 William’s large family were living in Mill Lane, Wavertree along with four servants
including two nurses to help look after the children.® The family were soon to move
though, as in 1862 William bought a plaster making business in Newark, Nottinghamshire.
Joseph’s home moved to Millgate, Newark but, as with William's other children, Joseph was
sent to boarding school. Whilst the family had lived in Liverpool, the children went to
Stonyhurst but now they lived on the other side of the country it made more sense to choose
a more convenient school. So Joseph, along with younger brother Nicholas went to
Ampleforth College in 1870. Joseph’s youngest brother Albert joined them the following
year. Nicholas and Albert played a full part in school taking part in drama and sporting
events but there is no record of Joseph participating in the same way. It was around the time
that Joseph left school that his father died, on the 5% September 1874.

fter leaving school, it becomes harder to track Joseph’s life with certainty. A family note
states that he entered university in Belgium before going on to Germany to study music,



playing organ, piano, clarinet and violin. He also was an accomplished linguist, speaking
English, French, German, Dutch, Italian, Spanish and Latin.®

y 1880, Joseph was back in England studying
medicine in London. In an examination on the .
28th April the Society of Apothecaries said that
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Joseph’s Medical Examination Certificate, 1880

children but with any money they had borrowed

from her deducted from their share. The will
stared that she had lent Joseph one hundred and
twenty eight pounds, eighteen shillings and
sixpence.® The 1881 census shows Joseph as a medical student lodging at 64 Radnor Street,
Chelsea.”

‘ I ’e then encounter another period of time where it is difficult to track Joseph
accurately. At any rate, it seems that he didn’t take his final exams. Peg Langtry, his
granddaughter, wrote this account:

“It is said that he and his brothers were given a large sum of money and he travelled
and made some bad investments. One story has it that he bought a ship and cargo
which sank with no insurance. Another story is that he invested in worthless stocks
while travelling in Europe.’®

haven’t been able to find any supporting evidence for Joseph receiving a large sum of

money but, of course, that doesn’t mean that it isn’t true. In 1881 Elizabeth Cafferata sold
Cafferata and Company to Redmond Parker Cafferata for £12,000 so could have given Joseph
a lot of money. However, if that’s the case I'm sure she would have recorded it in her will.
She had given another son, William Madden, more than six thousand pounds, which was
duly noted.



t some point in the early 1880s, Joseph made the decision to emigrate to North America,
his port of arrival being New York City. Joan Dolny takes up the story:

“He went to lowa and paid a farmer $500.00 to teach him farming. He remained with
the farmer for a year. Then he emigrated to Canada and settled in the north West
Territories (now Saskatchewan) in the city of Regina. There he established a music
store on South Railway Street, He operated his business for one year, then he was
bankrupt. Then he homesteaded™®)

ensus records completed by Joseph indicate his year of arrival in Canada was 1883 and
Chomestead patents show that Joseph entered the homestead on the 29% September,
building his house on the 5% October. The homestead was located to the north of Stony
Beach and south of Rocky Lake. It was recorded as the Southeast Quarter of Section 24 of
Township 18 in the Range 24 West of the Second Meridian.V Joseph called his new
homestead “Beacon Hill”. I think that it is quite likely that Joseph named his new homestead
after the Cafferata gypsum quarries in England which were to be found on Beacon Hill,
Newark.

hings must have been busy for Joseph because the next major event in his life was his
marriage to Anne Wilson. It seems a reasonable assumption that they met in England
before Joseph left for Canada, with Joseph going ahead to establish himself and Anne joining

him later. They were married in Notre Dame Basilica, Québec on October 12" 1885. (Only a
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The happy couple then returned to the North West Territories with Anne officially

entering Joseph’s homestead on the 24" October 1883.

The homestead records show how Joseph’s farming progressed. By 1886 Joseph had broken
ground on 40 acres and was cropping 30, as well as building a barn, shed, pig pens and
sinking a well. His livestock also increased over the years:

1883: 2 ponies

1884: 2 horses 1 pony

1885: 2 horses, 1 cow, 1 calf, 18 pigs

1886: 2 horses, 1 cow, 1 yearling, 1 calf, 27 pigs, 30 or 40 fowls!!



]oseph applied for a homestead patent in 1886, shortly before the birth of his first daughter,
Eleanor Tritner Cafferata, who was born on December 29" 1886.13 Eleanor was baptised
the following spring at St Mary’s Church, Regina on the 19% May 1887 as Eleanor Mary
Cafferata.'® The Land grant was formalised on  the 18" August 1887.0%

e following years were busy for Joseph

and his family. The birth of a son,

Joseph Nicholas, followed near the start of

= 1889019 followed before the end of the same

. year by the birth of a second daughter,
- Margaret Wilson on the 28 December.(”
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Joseph and Anne now had a son,

Joseph’s occupation, as given on the 1891
census, is of interest: “Turnkey at Reg.
Jail”.® A turnkey was a prison warder or
jailer. In her notes, Peg Langtry wrote "For
a short time, grandfather guarded Louis
Riel. "® Louis Riel was executed in Regina in
1885 so it indicates that it was an
occupation Joseph had held for at least six

L to R: Joseph Jr, Eleanor, Joseph Sr, Anne, Margaret. years, as well as his farming interests.

Photo thanks to Michael Lowe On the 24* February 1892 Joseph entered a
new homestead. The land he took
possession of was immediately to the north of his original homestead, being the Northeast
Quarter. This was a move to increase the size of his farmlands — in his application for a land
grant for the new homestead he stated that he had already broken 50 acres of land at the
time of his entry. He didn’t build a house on the new homestead, continuing to live on and
maintain his original farm.® The year continued positively — Anne was pregnant again and
on the 1% July Joseph was appointed as a Justice of the Peace.!” In a time when settlements
were still developing, Joseph had to hold his court in his house and this obviously proved a
great entertainment with Peg Langtry writing “The children would all be upstairs listening
to the proceedings around the ceiling grate.”®

s well as being a farmer, jailer and magistrate, Joseph also used his medical training and
knowledge when needed, including delivering all of his own children, including the
new baby, Annie, who was born on the 14% August 1892.29 This proved to be a difficult



birth with both mother and baby becoming very ill. On the 16"
September, the Moose Jaw Times reported that “Mrs Cafferata has |
been ailing for nearly a month and she was released from her
sufferings” on Saturday 10" September. She was then ‘raken ro the %
Roman Catholic Church on Monday morning when the beautiful
and impressive services of the church were conducted by Father »
Caron of Regina.”® In his record of the burial, Father Caron
recorded that Anne had died of “Puerperal fever”.®» It can have
been little cause for celebration that baby Annie was baptised by
Father Caron on the same day. @ Sadly, Annie lived little more
than a month longer than her mother, dying in October and being

buried by Father Caron on the 2274 .24

Annie’s memorial in Moose
Jaw Cemetery

It must have been difficult for Joseph to manage at this time not

least due to the pressures of farming, as well as bringing up a young family on his own but
he did have some family help he could call on. His nephew, William Baillon Cafferata was
living in Moose Jaw as a farm labourer by June 1891.%929 He helped Joseph, but a more
permanent arrangement was needed.

his came in the person of Elizabeth Mellor Webb. Elizabeth was born on the 7% January
1874 at Edial, Staffordshire, England, the younger twin sister of Helena Mellor Webb
and one of 10 children of Thomas Webb and Mary Mellor.
The Webb family were farmers in Staffordshire, with Thomas
declaring on the 1881 census that he farmed 160 acres.®” In
1891 the family were still in Staffordshire, although at a
different farm. The next year though, they embarked on a
new adventure as Thomas, Mary and eight of their children
emigrated to Canada. They set sail on the S.S. Parisian on the
24" March leaving the port of Liverpool, bound for Halifax,
Nova Scotia.?® Eventually, they settled in Kronau, a small
settlement about 20 miles southeast of Regina in the North
West Territories.® Elizabeth was just 18 at the time of her

arrival in Canada.

Elizabeth Mellor Webb.

he family had to quickly adjust to their new lives and
Photo thanks to Michael Lowe

Elizabeth did this by getting a job. She became
housekeeper, governess and nurse to Joseph’s three



children.®® This gave Joseph the time he needed to make progress with his new homestead.
In addition to the 50 acres he had broken before entry, in 1892 he broke another 10 acres
and cultivated 50 of the 60 acres.

Over the next few years he cultivated between 60 and 70 acres and kept a small amount
of livestock on the new homestead; 4 to 6 cattle, and equal numbers of horses and

pigs.1®

]'oseph also had time to indulge in his passion for music, playing clarinet in the Stony Beach
Brass Band along with five members of the Doan family amongst others. Notable occasions
the band played at were Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee in 1897 and on the occasion of
Saskatchewan becoming a province of Canada in 1905.?

Over the next few years, Joseph

and Elizabeth became closer
despite the 18 year age gap
between them. By June 1895
Elizabeth and Joseph Cafferata had
fallen in love and become engaged. &
At this time Elizabeth lefr Stony 3
Beach and lived with her sister |
Mary Service in Regina until she

was married.

Elizabeth and Joseph Cafferata

. . . The Stony Beach Brass Band with Joseph playing clarinet.
were  married in  Regina, Photo thanks to Carole Wolfe

Saskatchewan on January 21, 189,
followed by a small family reception at the home of Elizabeth’s sister Mary”.®)

896 was a mixed year for the Cafferatas. They were married and the year also saw the

birth of their daughter, Mary Helena Mellor Cafferata on the 28" October®” but it also
saw the death of Elizabeth’s mother Mary. Mary and Elizabeth’s father had returned to
England because of Mary’s ill health and also due to the severe Canadian winters.®) 1896 also
saw the arrival of another Cafferata, Joseph’s nephew Humbert, who settled in Stony Beach,
becoming a homestead farmer like his uncle.®?

More children followed over the next few years with the birth of Ethel Elizabeth (1898),
Frances Beatrice (1900), Henry Baillon (1903), Elizabeth Marjorie (1905), Edward
Joseph (1908), Florence (1910) and Marjorie Monica (1914). Unfortunately Joseph’s son from
his first marriage, Joseph Nicholas died on 2"¢ February 1907. Eleanor, Joseph’s eldest
daughter, married Harold Moubert on the 15% June 1904.%® Harold was another recent



immigrant to Canada with connections to the Cafferata family. His grandparents were
Adolphus Benedict Moubert and Mary-Anne Waterworth. Mary-Anne was the sister of
Elizabeth Waterworth, Eleanor Cafferata’s grandmother. Harold Moubert became a
homestead farmer at Moose Jaw following his arrival in 1903. Eleanor and Harold presented
Joseph with his first grandson, Harold who was born in 1906. By the time of the 1911 census
Joseph’s daughter Margaret was shown as a telephone operator and living with her sister and
brother in law.®%

]'oseph continued with his farming, applying for the land grant for his new homestead in
1900.7® An insight into Joseph and Elizabeth’s domestic arrangements is given by Joan
Dolny: “Elizabeth and Joseph would take their children and travel by train to Battleford,
Saskatchewan, twice a year to visit Elizabeth’s sister Annie (Elizabeth) Johnson. Joseph
would return to their homestead and attend to farm chores, then when Elizabeth was ready
to return home, he would return to Battleford and help her with the children as they
travelled home.™®)

]'oseph also continued with his work as a Justice of the Peace, being appointed to the position
in the new province of Saskatchewan on the 14 Match 1906.09

n 1916 Joseph’s family were still living on the farm but
Ithe strain of spending more than 30 years in such an
* unforgiving environment was by now taking its toll and
i Joseph was in frail health. He died of cancer on the 20%
©t Bour Charity December and was buried in Moose Jaw cemetery on
December the 224,035

~"  Pray for the repose of the Soul of

Joseph T Laffecata lizabeth continued living on the farm until 1924 when
s OF STONY BEACH she sold it and moved into a house at 77 Ross Street,

Moose Jaw. She stayed there until 1940 and from that
Wbo Pied December 20tb, 1916

_ Aged 60 pears

Fortified by the Rites of Hely Church

point spent her time visiting and living with her children
who were now spread across western Canada. She died on
June 2274 1949 and was buried next to Joseph in Moose
R.LP. Jaw cemetery.® Joan Dolny provides a much more
detailed account of Elizabeth’s later years than outlined
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here.

A prayer card for Joseph, 1916
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